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Method Twenty years have passed away since the publication of any treatise on the treatment of idiots. This
period has been appropriately filled by the practical labor of founding schools and endowing public institutions
for these children. The preceding period had been occupied by the framing of the physiological method of
education; and the next period will be devoted to new studies on the subject. This present time seems therefore
particularly favorable for the writing of a book embodying: 1st, Our present knowledge on idiocy; 2d, The
method of treating idiots; 3d, The practice of the same; and 4th, An outline of the direction to be given to the
scientific efforts of the friends of idiots, and of the apostles of universal education. Deprived of language by
voluntary change of nationality, and engaged in the fulfilment of private duties, we did not take our share in
the treatment of idiots in this Republic; but we were never distant from the subject and we reentered it as soon
as circumstances permitted. We accepted the hospitalities of the New York Institution as one of our means of
study. The superintendents of all the schools for idiots, and one of their trustees, tendered their assistance in the
shape of liberal subscriptions; William Wood undertook the publishing, though knowing that it could not be of
pecuniary advantage; and Dr. E. C. Seguin revised the work with the double object in view of saving its
language from our Gallicisms and from common-place corrections; cheerless task for any one but for a tender
and dutiful son, in doing which, he has fathered the...
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