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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the beginning of the PREFACE: OF the difficulties that lie in the way
of an editor of Henslowe s Diary - at least if he regards his work as historical rather than romantic-not the least
is to avoid writing a general history of the Elizabethan stage. There is no such thing as a clearly defined
historical field; facts are linked to other facts in all directions, and investigation merely leads to further and yet
further questions. Every custom and every institution at once raises the problem of its own origin; every
corporation and every social fact is influenced by other corporations or reacts on other social facts. Thus to
treat intelligibly any of the several dramatic companies at the end of the seventeenth century, or any series of
events in the dramatic history of the time, necessarily demands a knowledge of the constitution of other
companies and of the sequence of other events such as at present can hardly be said to exist. My only course
under the circumstances seemed to be to discuss as fully as possible those companies and events actually
mentioned in the Diary itself, and to touch on other matters only so far as appeared necessary for the
immediate purposes of such discussion. A critic might urge that the fact that | have avoided writing a general
history is more obvious than the desirability of so doing. To this I could only reply that since | had-perhaps
rashly-undertaken to produce an edition of Henslowe s Diary, it was necessary to complete it within a
reasonable period. Whether the time which has elapsed, since the appearance of the first volume of this edition
in...
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