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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Preface Imagine waking up at 2 o clock in the morning by a violent rumbling
that causes ceilings to fall, furniture to topple over, and windows to break. Your home is crumbling, it is dark,
and by the time you realize what is going on the shaking stops. You quickly determine that your family
members are okay, but you also realize your power is out, all the windows are broken, and there is substantial
damage to your home possibly making it unsafe to remain inside. The temperature outside is in the 20s, there is
a heavy snow on the ground, and the flu season is at its peak with two of your family members aIected.
Unfortunately your family is one of thousands in a similar circumstance and the response to your needs may
not be immediate, if at all. Could an earthquake like this happen unannounced? It did in the Central United
States during the great New Madrid earthquake of 1811-12. A resident of New Madrid, Missouri writes (Martin,
1848 ): On the 16th of December 1811, about 2 o clock, AM, we were visited by a violent shock of an earthquake
accompanied by a very awful noise resembling loud but distant thunder, but more hoarse and vibrating, which
was followed in a few minutes by the complete saturation of the atmosphere with sulphurious vapor, causing
total darkness. The screams of the aIrighted inhabitants running to and fro, not knowing where to go, or what
to do-the cries of the fowls and beasts of every species-the crackling of trees falling, and the roar of the
Mississippi-the current of which was retrograde for a few minutes, owing as is...
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