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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . boards was secured, and they provided the necessary shops, kitchens,
and sewing rooms, together with the equipment to carry on this work. It is no longer considered a disgrace for
any boy or girl of the wealthier families to take work in these subjects. They take considerable pride in their
accomplishments. Owing to the fact that a sufficient number of ninth and tenth grade pupils have not always
been available in the smaller towns, the work has been discontinued in some of them. The department has also
encountered considerable difficulty in securing properly trained teachers at the salaries offered, and
consequently the work could not be continued in certain municipalities. Home economics and manual training
are both firmly established in the school system and are valuable educational factors in the training of the boys
and girls. The department is planning to extend the work to grades below the seventh wherever possible to do
so, and instruction in these subjects has been successfully given in a number of rural schools. The girls and
women of Porto Rico possess a particular apitude for needlework, which constituted a regular subject in all
schools for girls under the Spanish regime. Unfortunately the value of this work was not appreciated by the
American authorities when the present system was established and it was eliminated from the course of study
on the ground that it was injurious to the eyesight and general health of the girls. The schools could have
rendered...
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